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Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

09/936,622 



Examiner 

Cephia D Toomer 



Applicant(s) 

BROSSE ET AL 



Art Unit 

1714 



- Tf ^ mm ^^ wiih the correspondence address - 

Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION a repiy be ^ fi|ed 

- E«lensionsoftimemaybeavailableundertheprovi8.onsof37CFR1.136(a). 

jfiM SIX (61 MONTHS from the mailing date of this communicauon. cla „,,„ ru minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely 

ffhL period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply w,.hin the* ^^Te^'^^s from the mailing date of this communication 

-. NO P period for reft is'speoif.ed above the r^^S^^^^ ^^ ABANDONED (35 U S.C. § 133, 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 704(b). 

Status 

-!)□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)0 This action is non-final. 

3,D Since this application is in condition for allowance >™g£^™* ZlTolT ™ 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 c.u. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) Q Claim(s) 1J2 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) H Claim(s) 1-3.31 and 32 is/are rejected. 

7) GJ Claim(s) ±30 is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

1 «,,□ The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a) D accepted or b)D ejected to by the Examine, 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance See 37 CFR 1.85(a) 

1 1, D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 
12)D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13,D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a),d) or (f) 

a)DAII b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
2D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No 



^ | | LytJILIUCU OUJJI^^ v» 1 ~ I / 

,.□ copies o, ,„e «Md copies o. .he priomy ™* e T£7 
aDDlication from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached dSailed Office action for a list of the certified cop.es not received. 
14,D AcKnow,d g ment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) (to a provis.ona, app.-cat.on,. 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been rece^ 
15)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 

Attachment(s) ^ Summary (PT0 . 41 3) Paper No(S ) 

1) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) ._, ln(ormal paten , Applicatl0n (PT 0 152) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) = LJ 

3) □ information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1 449) Paper No(s) 6) U ut 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because it is not one paragraph. 
Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

2. The specification has not been checked to the extent necessary to determine the 
presence of all possible minor errors. Applicant's cooperation is requested in correcting 
any errors of which applicant may become aware in the specification. 

3. Claims 4-30 objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c) as being in improper form 
because a multiple dependent claim cannot depend from another multiple dependent 
claim, either directly or indirectly. See MPEP § 608.01 (n). Accordingly, the claims 4-30 
not been further treated on the merits 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U S C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claims 1-3 and 31-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

In claim 1 , the language "at least one mixture" is not understood. 
Claim 2 is redundant. 

Regarding claim 3, the phrase "preferably" renders the claim indefinite because it 
is unclear whether the limitation(s) following the phrase are part of the claimed 
invention. See MPEP § 2173.05(d). 
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6 Claims 31 and 32 provide for ,he use of superabsorbent polymers, but. s.nce me 
Cairn does no, se, forth any steps involved in the method/process. ,, is undear what 
method/process applicant is intending to encompass. A Cairn is indef,n,te where „ 

practiced. 

Claims 31 and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 

19 S7, and C,,*a,~ Ud. v. Brenner, 255 F. Sup, 131 . 149 USPQ 475 (D O C 

1966). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
7 The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C 102 that 
form the basis for the reactions under ,h,s seCon made ,n this Office ac„on: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

States 

• x -j „,w cic 1 1 c r 102(b) as being anticipated by bU 
8 Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.b.L. w^J y 



432197. 
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SU teaches a composition for preserving animal hides comprising sal. and 
entirety). 

Accordingly, SU teaching all the material limitations o, the cla.ms anticipates the 

claims. 

9 Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as be,ng anticipated by Sweet. 

Sweet teaches a composition for prese^ing animal hides comprising sodium 
chloride and hydrolyzed s,arch-po,yacrylon,.r,,e graft copolymers ("super slurpers", 
Swee, teaches that the residua, moisture content of the hide is no less than 40 % (see 

abstract; page 193. criteria number 3). 

Accordingly, Swee. teaching all the material limitations of the cla.ms anticipates 

the claims. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner shouid be directed to Cephia D. Toomer whose teiephone number is 703-308- 
2509 The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 

„ attempts to reach the examiner by teiephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vasu Jagannathan can be reached on 703-306-2777 The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703- 
872-931 0 for regular communications and 703-872-931 0 for After Final 
communications. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 
0661. 



Cephia D. Toomer 

Examiner 

Art Unit 1714 



09936622\7 
April 6, 2002 



